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St. Andrew's, Sandon  

 

 

June Church Services 

Sunday 1
st
  Easter 7 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist 
Tuesday 3

rd
  

9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 5

th
  

8:30 am CCG Prayer at Boreham 
Sunday 8

th
  Pentecost 

8:00 am Holy Communion (1662) 
10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 10

th
  

9:30 am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 11

th
  

9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 12

th
  

8:30 am CCG Prayer at SWF 
Sunday 15

th
  Trinity Sunday 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist 
Tuesday 17

th
  

9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 19

th
  

8:30 am CCG Prayer at LB 
Sunday 22

nd
  Trinity 1 

10:00 am Kenyan Eucharist 
Tuesday 24

th
  

9:30 am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 25

th
  

9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 26

th
  

8:30 am CCG Prayer at WF 
Sunday 29

th
  Trinity 2 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 25
th
 May Rogation 

10:00 am     Sung Eucharist 
In church 

4:00 pm  Rogation Service 
In the Barn 

Directions: you will find 

the barn off the Main Road 
(A414) between Well Lane 
and Hulls Lane. BRING A 

FOLD UP CHAIR if you wish, 
hay bales will also be 

available. 

Terry apologies for the 
change of time for this 

service as advertised in the 
May addition but due to 

circumstances the service 

had to be changed to the 

afternoon.  

Nota Bene 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

During this month, the church 

remembers four of my favourite 
characters in Christian history — 
Barnabas (11th), Alban (22nd) and 

Peter & Paul (29th), and I invite 
you to reflect on the choices they 
made. Barnabas was quite a rich 

man from Cyprus. Obviously im-
pressed by the testimony of Pe-
ter and the other apostles to the 

resurrection of Jesus, he contrib-
uted to the outworking of his new 
found faith by selling a field he 

owned and giving the money to 
the apostles for distribution to 
the needy in the community. That 

choice and decision was a great 
encouragement (that is what his 
name means) to the apostles 

and he subsequently joined them 
in their mission. Later, Barnabas 
became a very close companion 

of Paul who, faced with the blind-
ing presence of the risen Christ, 
made the choice to dramatically 

change from being a persecutor 
to join the persecuted, for that 
was to be the fate of many Chris-

tians in those early days. As we 
read on in the Acts of the Apos-
tles, we find Paul making many 

decisions whose effect on the 
history of the world have been 
profound. For instance, it was 

Paul who was called to 'come 
over to Macedonia'. At first he 
resisted, but then realised that 

God was leading him to make 
the decision that was to bring 
Christianity to Europe. 
Two centuries later, by which 
time Christianity had reached 
this country and where Chris-

tians were still being persecuted, 
Alban, living in Verulanium, gave 
refuge to a priest fleeing his per-

secutors. So impressed was he 
by the priest's example of holy 
living, that, when the soldiers 

knocked at his door, Alban chose 
to substitute himself for the priest 
and thus became the first Chris-

tian martyr in this country and 
whose story is celebrated in this 
diocese every year. And that 

brings us back to Peter. Little did 
he know that his simple decision 
to re-spond to Jesus's call to 

'follow me', would lead to him 
being the rock, the foun-dation 
on which the Christian church 

would be built. I take great com-
fort from Peter's story because, 
having made that first crucial 

choice, his impetuosity so often 
led him into poor decisions that 
were nevertheless used by Je-

sus to draw Peter closer to him 
and thus prepare him for his min-
istry as leader of the early 

church. 
How appropriate each year that 
Petertide is the season when 

men and women who have been 
called by God, have made some 
choices, and decided to offer 
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themselves for ministry as Dea-
cons or Priests, have their calling 
affirmed in the great ordination 

service in our Cathedral.  
Perhaps there is one word that 
sums all this up both in the lives 

of the three biblical characters 
we remember in June, but also 
in my own life, when I was or-

dained deacon in Chelmsford 
Cathedral. It is the word 
'vocation'. Perhaps God is calling 

you to make some decisions that 
will lead you into a new ministry 
in his church —Ordination? Lay 

Minister? Pastoral ministry? Bell 
ringing, Singing in our choir, 
Teaching Children and Young 

people? Remember some of the 
parting words of Jesus to his dis-
ciples, "you did not choose me, 

but I chose you..... to go and 
bear fruit that will last". Terry 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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The Gospels 

What do we understand as the 

Gospels? Well, that is a pretty 
broad question!! 
Now the ‘Canon’ of the New 

Testament is an agreed-upon list 
of 27 books. These include the 
Four Gospels: Mathew, Mark, 

Luke and John which all tell the 
same general story of Jesus and 
his history - but from four 

significantly different viewpoints. 
Can we say that this might 
equate to four different 

newspapers reporting today on 
the life of a well-known person. 
They are certain to be different 

in context, style, readership 
focus etc. In a similar way the 
four Gospels were aimed at four 

different audiences or readers. 
Matthew was a Galilean Jew, an 
ex. tax collector who wrote in 

Hebrew which was later 
translated into Greek. He wanted 
to prove that Jesus of Nazareth 

fulfilled the Messianic 
prophesies. Some would say 
that’ Matthew’ was written by a 

Jew, to Jewish people and about 
a Jew! He emphasised that 
nearly all of Jesus’ actions were 

in some way prophesied in the 
Old Testament which of course 
they were! The Jewish faithful 

could then see that Jesus was 
the realisation of everything they 
had previously studied in their 

Ancient Manuscripts and he was 
the ruler promised for thousands 
of years by God! 
The Gospel of Mark however 
was written for a Roman 
Audience. Jesus was cast as 

someone who came to serve 
and to give his life as a ransom 
for the many! Mark of course 

had to explain Jewish customs 
to his readers—for example the 
Day of Unleavened Bread - 
something known to Jews but 
unfamiliar for Romans. Romans 
of course would understand all 

about servants who would 
support their masters! 
Luke was the only gentile (non-
Jewish) writer in the Bible. He 
was the beloved ‘physician’. He 
describes the humanity of Jesus 

and the various people in the 
stories with medical precision. 
Scientifically his stories include 

specific dates and times 
precisely. He is a man writing 
with great care and accuracy! 
He is writing to a non-Jewish 
audience - the gentiles so called!  
John was unlike the three other 

gospel writers. He is the one 
who right away clearly defines 
the purpose of his gospel - to 

prove the Deity of Jesus Christ. 
He uses descriptive terms such 
as ‘The Word became flesh’, 

Son of God, the Messiah etc. His 
approach is very spiritual! 
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One other thing worth 
mentioning here is that the first 
three Gospels above were 

‘Synoptic’ which means they 
were written at about the same 
time of say 80 to 110 years AD 

whereas John’s Gospel came a 
little later. He wrote it while he 
was in Ephesus which of course 

is in modern Turkey. 
So the Four Gospels give us an 
excellent four dimensional 

picture of the life of Jesus, The 
Son of God. Maybe the analogy 
of reading through reports of the 

same story reported in four 
different newspapers is 
somewhat trivialised but that’s 

the best I can offer! 
Incidentally some of the 
synonyms for the word ‘gospel’ 

are ‘credo, last word, truth, 
authority, creed and actuality!’ 
 

David Farrar 

Visit to Cambridge 

Saturday 21
st
 June 

A coach has been booked for us 
to visit Queens’ College 
Cambridge our Patrons. 
We will leave Sandon at 10am 
and travel by coach to 
Cambridge where we will have 

free time to look around and 
perhaps go on the river. At 
4:15 pm we will all meet at 

Queens’ College where we will 
be given tea and this will be 
followed by Choral Evensong in 

the chapel at 6pm. Following 
Evensong Dr Jonathan Holmes 
will give us a guided tour of 

Queens’ College including 
places not seen by the public. 
Cost will be around £15 each. If 

you would like to go sign the list 
at the back of church or send an 
email to tgabrown@hotmail.com 

or phone Terry on 698988 as 
soon as possible.  
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Brian Pannifer and then Edward 

Platt write of their experiences of 

Tuesday 6
th 

May’s Royal Visit. 
As a regular visitor to the 

Cathedral Church of Chelmsford 
for the past 3 years I found 
myself looking at a small form in 

the South Entrance literature 
section as I left that caught my 
eye. It read that one could fill out 

this form on Sunday 27th April to 
enter a ballot being drawn on 
Monday 28th for 

a chance of a 
ticket to attend 
the Royal Visit of 

HM The Queen 
and HRH The 
Duke of 

Edinburgh to the 
Cathedral to 
celebrate the 

centenary of the 
Diocese of Chelmsford. 
It was now Monday 28th, 9am, I 

feel I have missed the boat! I 
take the form to Prêt-a-Manger, 
(other coffee shops are 

available!). Here I am lucky 
enough to have frequent contact 
with some very friendly members 

of the Cathedral staff amongst 
others from the religious 
community who also attract 

some members and ex members 
of the Homeless Community. 
Here we spend an hour or two 

mulling over anything from the 
complete works of Dexter 
Morgan, the decent, moral serial 

killer that you sort of love 
because he only kills people who 
have killed before but get away 

with it or diets and weight gain, 
or is this just when I'm about?! 
I sit next to a man called Tim 

whom I know deals with the 
Youth Department at the 
Cathedral. He says fill it out and 

he will see that it makes the 
draw later that day. I fill out 1st 

initial and 

surname, then 
address, no 
phone number 

or email contact. 
I spend rest of 
the day thinking 

of other 
problems in my 
world. 
Come the next 

morning and up to the afternoon 
I have some pretty bitter 

thoughts that my friend wouldn't 
even remember to hand in my 
form and that people like me 

have no chance of attending 
such a great event and what 
hope have I got amongst the 

many in the drum?! I get home 
late on Tuesday evening to find 
one letter on the floor and see 

immediately the Cathedral Crest 
stamped on the envelope| Wow! 

A Parousia in Essex 
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A letter I am keen to open for a 
change!! 
I find a splendid gold invitation 

for one inside with a rundown of 
the protocol for the service. I 
can't believe I have a ticket, the 

very next day after being a day 
late to apply. I now have no 
lounge suit as required and have 

no idea where my photo ID is. I 
have no passport or driving 
licence as the suggested proof of 

my belonging to the 
Commonwealth so will I get in? 
Will I get a suit to fit?! Will a 

Blockbuster Video card do? 
I go to town on the Wednesday 
with my invite as I know the 

people I tell that I'm going to the 
service will not believe they 
would allow such riffraff to attend 

such a function. I'm glad I did as 
everyone did ask for proof! I go 
to the Cathedral Cafe in the 

afternoon, a convivial time to 
hopefully relax with gorgeous 
cakes and coffee with a variety 

of folk. I am pleased to see your 
tall Editor arrive who must be 
able to lend me a suit, well he 

has to really as I cannot afford to 
hire one and who else do I know 
built like us? No one! 
I tell Richard my predicament 
and after insisting on seeing my 
pass he declares he has many 

suits and is good enough to 
invite me to his humble abode so 
we leave early and squeeze into 

a Nissan Micra and through the 
car park bollards as the car is so 
narrow!! Constant free parking in 

the City. These dodgy Street 
Pastors. 
We arrive at Richard's and the 

1st suit appears, he tells me it's 
not a shop which I took to mean 
that he doesn't have much 

choice even though he had said 
earlier he had many suits. It fits 
great, I can't believe my luck 

although the clip on the trousers 
does not do up. I try a 2nd suit 
that feels great too and the 

trousers do up!! Perfect, I am so 
grateful, a nice dark suit from M 
& S and he then asks for £30 

hire charge and can I do the 
washing up?! I said I would 
make a donation to the 

Cathedral collection at the end of 
the service. 
There was some stress with the 

suit being back in the dry 
cleaners by close of business on 
the following Saturday, talk of 

burst tyres on the delivery truck 
meant if it hadn't arrived by 5 pm 
then it would be available 

Tuesday by 4 pm. Great, I have 
one of the most important invites 
in my life to start 10 am, Tuesday 

6th May. It arrives by 4 pm on 
Saturday, I have to mention the 
very helpful and genuine care 

taken by the staff of Timpsons in 
the High Street (other dry 
cleaners are available). 
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I arrive nervously in plenty of 
time in Dukes Street and the first 
person I see I know, the landlord 

of the Golden Fleece who thinks 
I am over dressed to be in with 
the behind the barriers crowd. I 

have a pass I explain to his 
shock and distain. I feel weird 
walking across the sort of no 

man's land towards the first line 
of security. I am alone but know 
that I will see some faces that I 

recognise and get a good smile 
from. I soak up the atmosphere 
and take my time to enter the 

building, I feel nervous of not 
getting in or doing something 
daft and wondering who I will be 

sitting with, there is no seat 
number. I am waved through 
with no issues and see my friend 

Dr John who is wheelchair 
bound. I head to him, he is with 
Sue whom I have met before, 

she can tell I am out of place and 
introduces me to a chap called 
Hugh (that’s Rev Canon Hugh 

Dibbens Ed.). An end seat is free 
next to him and I snap it up. 
What a wonderful guy to meet 

for this kind of thing, for me in 
this high social whirl. He couldn't 
have been more helpful to calm 

my nerves and we had lots to 
relate to and he knew your Editor 
and Mr Nick Wilks, someone I 

am very close to in his work and 
as a friend. I get settled 

eventually and await the Royal 
Party at 11 am. 
I am lucky to be in a good 

position to see the procession 
with the Royal Party arrive from 
the West Entrance and depart 

through the South Entrance. The 
service lasts approximately one 
hour and I sing more than I ever 

have in a Church before. I 
particularly enjoyed singing two 
verses of the National Anthem in 

Her Majesty’s company. It’s a 
shame Her Majesty did not 
speak to us all inside and out 

who were listening in on the 
outside broadcast but apart from 
that I had had a wonderful 9 

days of unexpected pleasure 
and some self worth given to me 
by a very big chance of fate and 

faith and some wonderful people 
around me over that time that I 
already knew and the new ones 

that got involved for me. 
Many Thanks to ALL concerned, 
I was made to feel happy and 

warm about the World and that is 
hard to come by I think 
nowadays. 
And a quote from Hugh when he 
was calming me before The 
Queen arrived. ”When you deal 

with the Big Man above 
everyday, The Queen is no big 
deal". 
I am getting there with that one. 

Brian Pannifer 
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Edward Platt - aged 11¼ years 
After only one week starting at 
my new school, Felsted, I had a 

very pleasant surprise to learn 
that the Queen was going to visit 
the school which is celebrating 

its 450th anniversary this year. 
The day before we had instruc-
tions to make sure that we had 

our ties on properly and our blaz-
ers were smart. 
When I first got to school it felt 

like an ordinary day. Then, at 11 
o’clock it all changed. We had to 
walk across the 

road and stand 
at the side of the 
long path lead-

ing towards the 
senior school. 
We had to be a 

metre away 
from the road so 
that we did not 

get too near to 
the car. We spotted an open win-
dow in the boarding house which 

looks onto the road where we 
were standing. Resting on the 
window sill I could see the barrel 

of a policeman’s sniper rifle. 
There were also quite a few po-
licemen walking around who 

were wearing badging saying 
that they were armed. 
We stood there for a little while 

rather excited at this once in a 
lifetime experience. The first 
thing we saw was a police mo-

torbike that drove along the road. 
Then the jazz band started play-
ing so we knew that The Queen 

was just around the corner. Her 
black Rolls Royce swept sleekly 
down the road to the sound of 

everyone cheering and waving 
flags. 
Prince Philip was with The 

Queen sitting in the back of the 
car and they were waving at us. 
We could see that they were 

dressed very smartly, the Queen 
in bright cream dress and the 

Prince in a dark 

suit. They disap-
peared off to 
have lunch with 

the Headmis-
tress and Head-
master while we 

went back to the 
school lunch 
hall. Break was 

cut short to see 
The Queen and her husband 
make their way to the helicopter 

on the front lawn. They chatted 
to several of my friends before 
they left. Then the noise of the 

rotors increased and the bright 
red helicopter took off and swept 
them away. 
The Headmistress told me later 
that she had asked Prince Philip 
what he remembered about his 

school education. His reply was 
“Nothing, I am in my 90’s you 
know.” Edward Platt 
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Rob and Sue have been based 

in Marsabit, Northern Kenya, 
since 2008, where Rob is Bishop 
of the newly inaugurated 

Diocese of Marsabit. The region 
is remote, desert-like, prone to 
droughts and frequent tribal 

clashes. 
Sandon PCC in May 2012 
promised an annual salary for a 

Priest and an Evangelist in 
Kenya (£1920 pa) for at least 5 
years as well as give (£480) to a 

local charity in Essex.  
Subsequently we have been  
sending £480 to the Marsabit 

ACK account quarterly at the 
start of March, June, September 
and December, 
Bishop Rob Martin, Bishop of 
Marsabit, has identified Rev 
Joshua Umuro, who is of the 

Rendille tribe and is beginning 

work as a Priest in the parish of 
Kargi about 50km North West of 
Marsabit itself. 
Kargi is a hot, tough place, 
which rarely has water and 
depends on boreholes and 

shallow wells to survive. It is 
about two hours drive from 
Marsabit out in the Chalbi 

desert. People 
are pastoralists, 
depending on 

camels and 
goats. 
Bishop Rob 

Martin has asked 
to come to 
Sandon to thank 

the congregation 
for their support. 
He will be coming 

on Sunday 22nd 
June and will 
celebrate and 

preach at the 10am service. 
After the service there will be 
time for the bishop to go into 

more detail about the work in his 
diocese. This will be followed 
with a bring and share lunch.  
It would be good to have a full 
church that morning to welcome 
the Bishop and to share time 

with him. Please put the date in 
your diary.  

Terry 

Bishop Rob Martin Visits Sandon Sunday 22nd June 
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Inspector Dick Thomas who 

leads the section has been kind 

enough to prepare the following 

for Sandon Parish Magazine. I 

intend to publish it in 4 sections 

over 4 months. Editor 
History 
The first police dogs were 
introduced to Essex 
Police in 1953. 

Remoh, a 
Doberman, and 
Senta, a German 

Shepherd, were 
bought from Surrey 
Police and were 

placed into the care 
of our first 
handlers, 

Constable Pete 
Cousins and 
Constable Dan 

Hare. 
The first dog arrest 
in Essex came 

when PC Cousins 
and Remoh 
attended a burglary 

at a Public House 
in Mersea Road, Colchester. 
Remoh tracked across a field 

into an army camp and PC 
Cousins arrested a serving 
soldier. 
The dogs set very high 
standards and both were 
entered into the Associated 

Sheep, Police and Army Dog 

Society trails. Senta came 
second with Remoh seventh. 
The dogs soon showed their 

worth and by the late 1960s the 
dog section had increased in 
numbers, although it only had 

one dog vehicle as most patrols 
were carried out 
on foot. 
In 1970 a purpose 
built facility for the 
dogs was built at 

Sandon - which is 
still in use today. 
The original block 

was extended in 
2005 to provide 
some additional 

kennels and 
improved facilities 
for the dogs. 
Adjacent to the 
kennel block is a 
training field 

where training 
continues to take 
place and which is 

also the venue for 
the passing out parades for 
newly qualified dog handlers and 

their dogs. 
Until relatively recently most 
police dogs were sought from 

members of the public and 
provided to the police as “gift 
dogs” but now we tend to rely on 

Essex Police Dog Section 

One of our ‘pups’ now all grown 
up and ready for action.  
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our own puppy breeding 
programme. 
The Dogs 
The majority of dogs with Essex 
are German Shepherds, which 
are used by most police forces 

due to their all-
round ability and 
intelligence. 

Currently we 
have 29 German 
Shepherds in 

active service 
with five younger 
dogs awaiting 

training. These 
dogs are 
generally referred 

to as General 
Purpose Dogs, 
and they carry out the backbone 

of police dog work. They are 
trained in searching for people 

and property, tracking and 
chasing suspects. 
We have a few specialist search 

dogs that are trained to detect 
cash, weapons, drugs and 
explosives. These dogs tend to 

be of the 
Springer Spaniel 
breed or 

Labradors. 
These search 
dogs are often 

donated to the 
police as gift 
dogs or re-
homed from 
kennels where 
the owners 

cannot be traced. 
Not all dogs are 

suitable for training and each is 

tested to ensure it fits the bill 
before training commences. 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 

A Drugs Dog 



Sandon Parish Magazine June 2014 Page 16 

St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication. 

Baptism Register 
We have welcomed into God’s 

church in Baptism: 
Sunday 11th May 

Finley Matthews 

Burials Register 
We have commended into God’s 

care at their funerals: 
Monday 14th April  
Mrs Craske - Cremated Remains 
Wednesday 7th May 

Dorothy Heard 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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June 21st 2014 

DANCE at Sandon Village Hall 

Dancing to O`Hare & Chambers 

SANDON VILAGE 
HALL DANCE 

Help raise funds for 
the village hall 

Come along and 
support our dance 

Tea, Coffee & Cake 
available bring your 
own drink 

RAFFLE 

8:00 pm until 
11:30pm 

Contact 
Ray 01245 472386 
for details 
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Holy Week Fun 

We had a great turn out for the 

family fun day on Wednesday 
16th April, which was superbly 
organised by Alison and Terry. 

They were 
backed up of 
course by 

Richard and 
Judy and 
many other 

helpers, who 
did so much to 
make the day 

a success. A 
prayer and a 
song started 

the fun day, 
after which there was a wide 
choice of activities for people of 

all ages to enjoy. We had live 
music throughout the morning, 
which added to the noise and 

enjoyment of the occasion! 

The activities 

included 
puppets in the 
St. Andrew’s 

Room with Gill 
Haddington 
which is 

always popular 
with the 
younger 

children. In 
comparison the cross decorating 
activity which was held next to 

the pulpit, was ably organised by 
Chloe Baker, with Matthew 
Read’s support and proved to be 

very popular with Alex, Imogen, 
Emma and some of the older 
children. ‘Hidden’ in the back 

ground, Janet 
and Brenda 
were 

‘beavering 
away’, in the 
kitchen, to 

make sure 
that there 
were 

refreshments 
and food for 
everyone to 

enjoy. 

Another activity to single out was 

the preparation and decoration 
of the Easter flower arrangement 
in the main south window of the 

church, which Barbara Hodge 
completed 
during the 

morning, with 
support of 
many of the 

young partici-
pants. It was 
fitting for the 

time of year 
that the 
young of the 

parish 
participated in the church’s main 

We were privileged that Anne Griggs 
played throughout the morning. Thank you 
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flower 
arrangement 
for the Easter 

festivities. 

The fun day 

was well 
supported, and 
it was great to 

see friends 
such as Liz 
and Phoebe 

back in 
church, who 
we saw so much of during the 

SALT years. Attendees ranged in 
age from William (2 days old), 
who joined us from Basildon, to 

our slightly older church warden 
– whose arrival in church 
brought the number of people to 

50! What was particularly special 
and significant about the day, 
was the number of people of all 

ages in the church, enjoying 
themselves, and in most cases 
learning something about how 

and why Easter is special to us. 

After such an 

enjoyable day, 
it was fitting to 
end the 

proceedings 
with a prayer 
and blessing. I 

asked various 
people about 
what was best 

about the fun 
day. One 
person said 

the story by 
Steve, who 
captivated 

the audience. 
Other 
people’s 

comments 
included 
plasticine, 

play, hot dogs 
and friends! 

For me, the best thing was 

seeing so many young people in 
the church, after the recent PCC 
meeting which had no one under 

the age of fifty. The good news 
of course is that we have 
another family fun day already 

planned for 27th August 2014. 
Please keep the date, and come 
and join us with your friends and 

family. All generations would of 

course be very welcome. 

Guy Speakman 

All enjoyed Steve Kersys’ badge making 
machine and his story about the fate of 3 

trees at the end of the morning. 
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A Figure of Speech? 

How many times have you heard 
that phrase? Figures of Speech 

baffled me a lot at school in my 
grammar lessons and I did not 
recognise one from another. As 

a result my writing was a lot 
poorer! However, I did pass Eng-
lish Language ‘O’ level just! 
One of the many types of 
‘Figures of Speech’ which I was 
not told about then was the 

‘paraprosdokian’. This is a figure 
of speech in which the latter part 
of a sentence is surprising or 

unsuspected.  The following are 
typical examples: 

1. I asked God for a bike, but I 

know that God doesn’t work that 
way so I stole a bike and asked 
for his forgiveness! 
2. I want to die peacefully in my 
sleep, like my grandfather, not 
screaming and yelling like the 

other passengers in his car! 
Paraprosdokians are used a lot 
by satirists. I would like to see 

some new paraprosdokians and 
to encourage this I am offering a 
£10 note for the best ‘original’ 

one sent to the Editor, Richard 
Cecil, by the end of June 2014. 
Let’s have a real try to generate 

some new but ‘printable’ exam-
ples please!! 

David Farrar 

Messy Church by Phoebe Chidlow 

The bumpy stone walls looked at me as I walked through the door,  
As I saw the people I haven't seen for a while, I stared at the floor, 
I was full of worry and fear,  
I have not seen these guys for a year,  
But the activities were hard to ignore. 
 
I had fun with rocks and paints, and I painted a bee, 
And when I saw the cakes been passed around, I was full of glee, 
I made a clay pot,  
And another great lot, 
But people didn't even recognise me!  
 
I was sad that it was nearly the end and I didn't even get to draw, 
I said goodbye to my chums, and walked out of the door, 
Of St. Andrews church, Sandon,  
And then I felt random,  
And I vowed to come back once more. 
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Twenty members of our congre-

gation were joined by Revd Terry 
Brown in the Lady Chapel of 
St Andrew’s on Tuesday 15th 

April at 9:30 am for a delightfully 
peaceful and sincere Holy Com-
munion Service taken by the 

Bishop of Bradwell, the Right 
Revd John Wraw. This week, 
Holy Week, must have been a 

very busy time for Bishop John 
and, for him to come along to a 
small gathering in Sandon, was 

wonderful. 
After the service Bishop John 
joined us for Tea and Chat. He 

seemed very relaxed and cer-
tainly, in my view, a most ap-
proachable and down-to-earth 

person. He talked to us about his 
ministry and how he visits 
schools where the children are 

fascinated by a Bishop’s attire. 
We were too and Bishop John 
dressed our new churchwarden, 

David Farrar in his cope, mitre, 
rod and staff. He explained each 
piece and some history. When it 

came to his Crosier he told us 

that he had asked an old friend 
to make the metal shepherd’s 
crook part and the staff bit was a 

broom handle; nothing expen-
sive for him but very meaningful. 
He pointed out his plain silver 

cross and how he had chosen 
an engraved ring without a 
stone. 
David was quite overcome with 
all this attention because, having 
only taken on the post of church-

warden in the last week or so, he 
had been instantly promoted to 
BISHOP! 
The Meaning of a Bishop’s Robes 
The Cope means Cape or Cloak. 

It is the garment that expresses 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Bishop. This means 

that God is the One who anoints 
the Bishop with the Holy Spirit to 
function supernaturally with all 

the Gifts of the Spirit. Like Su-
perman's cape, the Cope should 

Bishop of Bradwell visits Sandon 
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remind the Bishop that he has 
supernatural power. 
The Mitre is the 

Bishop's hat. This 
funny looking hat 
actually has mean-

ing. Its strange 
shape symbolizes 
the tongues of fire 

that came upon 
the disciples on 
the Day of Pente-

cost. The tassels 
that flow down the shoulders 
symbolises the anointing coming 

from the head of the church flow-
ing down to the body, its mem-
bers. 
The Pectoral Cross 

is easy to under-
stand. Without the 

cross we are dead 
in our sins. The 
cross pressed to 

his chest, reminds 
the Bishop that in 
his heart he must 

hold dear the sacri-
fice 
of 

Christ and must 
preach Christ and 
Him Crucified. 
The Crosier is the 

Bishop's Rod and 
Staff. It reminds 

the Bishop that he 
is the shepherd of 
the sheep. It is his 

duty to comfort 
and correct the 
sheep. 
The Bishop's 
Ring is the re-

minder that the 

Bishop, like 
Christ, is married to the bride. 
The Bishop must be committed 

to the church and must be faith-
ful to her and refuse to commit 
adultery with the world's teach-

ings.                          Evelyn Ellis 

The Swallow 

The gorse is yellow on the heath, 
The banks with speedwell  

flowers are gay, 
The oaks are budding; and  

beneath 
The hawthorn soon will bear the  

wreath, 
The silver wreath of May. 
The welcome guest of settled  

Spring, 
The swallow, too, is come at last; 
Just at sunset, when thrushes  

sing, 
I saw her dash with rapid wing, 
And hailed her as she passed. 
Come, summer visitant, attach 
To my red roof your nest of clay, 
And let my ear your music catch 
Low twittering underneath the  

thatch 
At the grey dawn of day 

Charlotte Smith 
submitted by Julie Fisher 
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Anthony Abbey 

I received an e-mail from Rev 

Hugh Beavan, Rector of Sandon 

1977 to 1985, advising me that 

Rev Anthony Abbey, Rector of 

Sandon 1967 to 1976, had died 

recently. Ian Underwood, Hugh 

Beavan and finally Keith Plaister 

contribute to 

this tribute. 
The Reverend 

Anthony 
James Abbey, 
MA (Cantab.), 

ARCO came 
from Essex, 
although he 

was born in 
Malaya, where 
his father was 

a Harbour-
Board Pilot. 
The family was 

evacuated 
during the war 
to New 

Zealand and 
got back to 
England in 

1946, when they settled in 
Nazeing. He was then aged 10. 
He went to Felsted School. After 

that he did his National Service 
in the Royal Corps of Signals as 
a Cipher Operator, but after 

fourteen months was posted to 
Paris at S.H.A.P.E as an 
organist. 

After these tours of duty he was 
free to go to Cambridge, where 
he read for an Honours Degree 

in Theology at Selwyn Collage. 
Sandon is a Queens Collage 
living but the Dean of Queens 

was his Tutor so the connection 
was maintained. 
 

After taking 
his degree he 
went on to 

Ely 
Theological 
College and 

was able to 
take organ 
lessons from 

Dr Wells the 
cathedral 
organist and 

Master of the 
Choristers 
thus 

qualifying as 
an Associate 
of the Royal 

College of 
Organists. 
He was 

ordained Deacon in Chelmsford 
Cathedral in 1961 and served 
his title at Wanstead to be 

ordained Priest in 1962. It was 
here that he met and married 
Mary who was teaching in the 

church school, in 1963. 
He was then made in 1963, 
Assistant Curate at Laindon, All 
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Souls, in a parish of 40,000 
souls. In June 1967 he was 

appointed Rector at St Andrew’s 
Sandon. (Taken from the June 
1967 St Andrew’s Parish mag.) I 

think written by Reg Bush. 
Anthony was a gifted musician 
able to pass on his knowledge 

and love of music to others. In 
particular he will be remembered 
for his work with the choir, 

especially the younger members 
and new recruits. 
He was a great ‘suggester’. He 

suggested what should be done 
or changed and you happily 
went and did it, although on 

some occasions only after ‘con-
sultation’ and the odd mutter. 

He was interested in 
bells and bell ringing 
and was a competent 

bell ringer and rang as 
often as possible at 
Sandon and its 

environs. In 1984 he 
was appointed 
Chaplain to the Essex 

Association of Change 
Ringers a post he held 
until 1996. 
 
 
Canon Hugh Beavan 

writes: 
We shall always 
remember the warm 

welcome and 
encouragement which Anthony 
and Mary Abbey gave us when 

we visited Sandon with a view to 
coming to the parish.  And we 
shall always be grateful for all 

the work which Anthony and 
Mary did at Sandon before our 
arrival and the very firm 

foundation they left for us to 
build on. 
Anthony served the diocese with 

great distinction and, I am sure, 
is still remembered with great 
affection in the parishes in which 

he served. 
Our hearts reach out in 
compassion to Mary and Philip 

and all the family at this sad time 
and we assure them of our 
thoughts and prayers. 
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Rev Keith Plaister, Priest in 

Charge of Sandon 1999 to 2008, 

has kindly written the following. 
 
Memories of Anthony 
Had he not become a faithful, 

enthusiastic and brilliant priest, 
Anthony Abbey, of whose 
passing I have only recently 

become aware, would have 
made a superb professional 
organist, and was, in fact, an 

Associate of the Royal College 
of Organists. 
Having read theology at Selwyn 

College, Cambridge, Anthony 
served his ‘title’ (as first curacies 
were called) in the parish of 

Aldersbrook. A second curacy 
took him to Laindon-cum-
Basildon and, towards the end of 

that period, we first met. Offered 
a curacy in that parish, Mary and 
Anthony kindly offered me ‘digs’ 

while a house was being made 
ready for me. 
The day after my ordination, 

Anthony, in his typical hyper-
active, almost over-enthusiastic 
way, raced around the parish 

with me in tow to visit 
parishioners. It was hot. I was 
soon exhausted keeping pace 

with him. But he taught me lots 
about pastoralia and other 
aspects of ministry. We would 

also frequently participate in 
theological study groups 
together. 

We were a staff of five – the 
rector, Anthony as senior curate, 
a deaconess and two freshly 

ordained novices as deacons, 
wet behind the ears. Anthony, 
who had been due to move to a 

parish of his own by now, 
nevertheless offered to stay on 
until we deacons had been 

priested to help with the work 
load. When in 1967 that 
happened Anthony felt free to 

move and, as some readers will 
know, he was offered the living 
of Sandon. 
Attending Anthony’s induction at 
St Andrew’s was my first 
experience of Sandon, its church 

and village hall. Little did I 
suspect that, one dayU 
After a distinguished period of 

ministry here, Anthony moved 
first to the parish of 
Doddinghurst and then to Epping 

for his final appointment before 
retiring to live in Gloucestershire. 
He would return to Sandon from 

time to time for the occasional 
Service – the last, I think, being 
the funeral of dear Peggy Bush. 
We would certainly want to offer 
our sympathies to Mary and 
Philip, their son. And we would 

want to say thank you to God for 
calling Anthony away from the 
organ loft to become the priest 

who touched the lives of so 
many in such an immensely 
profound way. 
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Sandon WI Report June 

Sadly the fireman due to speak 

at our April meeting was unable 
to come, so we were very grate-
ful to Mike Nicolson who came at 

such short notice to talk to us 
about self protection for women. 
Our May meeting started earlier 

than usual with a ploughman’s 
lunch, ensuring a good number 
of members were present for our 

annual meeting! This was con-
ducted by Kay Lodge our WI Ad-
viser. Several more members  

stood for the committee which 
was wonderful. We had reports 
of the many activities we had 

undertaken during the year as 
well as hearing about our finan-
cial situation, which is ok thank 

goodness. Voting took place for 
president and Celia Kerslake 
was elected and we wish her 

and the committee a good year. 
Thanks were given to Sue Wells 
and Kath Barker for all their hard 

work, as they are no longer 
standing on the committee. Celia 
thanked Marjorie Kent for being 

an excellent Treasurer and Rose 
Jewitt our wonderful tea lady, 
who were both presented with a 

bouquet of flowers. Marjorie is 
also celebrating her diamond 
wedding anniversary. 
Discussion of the resolution 
“Organ Donation” took place with 
some of the facts given by Doro-

thy Gray as well as views from 
the members. Sandon WI voted 
for the resolution. Our Link dele-

gate will take our views to the 
National AGM in Leeds. 
Our Craft and Chat and Keep Fit 

clubs are still flourishing and our 
Coffee mornings are successful. 
We are planning a lunch in the 

summer as well as a garden par-
ty. There was a wonderful dis-
play of cushions made by those 

who attended the patchwork 
workshop and we hope to start a 
patchwork group soon, to meet 

several times during the year. 
Our June meeting is being taken 
by some of our members to give 

the committee a rest and it is all 
about School Days. We are all 
trying to write a poem about our 

time at school for the competi-
tion. 
Please come and join us at any 

of these events, you’ll be sure of 
a warm welcome.   Dorothy Gray 
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Just to inform you of what is 

taking place at your local Village 
Hall. With over whelming 
donations towards our disabled 

toilet project, the Village Hall 
Committee of Management 
would like to thank all local 

people for their kind donations. 
An Awards for All grant has been 
applied for and a Planning 

Application has been submitted. 
We hope to start building work at 
the end of August this year. The 

hall curtains are to be cleaned 
and re-fireproofed during July 
and painting will take place 

inside the hall around the same 
time. 
Come the beginning of May this 

year we will have a new cleaner 
and a bookings clerk. 
As a committee we are all 

working hard to bring your hall 
up to a high standard. 
The hall has its own website and 

Facebook page where we 
advertise up and coming 
events.   
Below is a list of regular groups 
that meet at the hall:- 
WI Keep Fit, Little Stars, St 

Andrew’s Youth Fellowship, 
Brownies, Sandon Entertainment 
and Theatre Society, Scouts, 

Cubs, Beavers, Springfield 
Portraits Club, French Circle, WI 
Meetings and, not forgetting, the 

good old fashioned pantomime 

each year in February half-term 
where all the cast are members 
of St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship. 

Fund raising dances are held at 
regular intervals with live bands. 
Private bookings are always 

welcome and with our new 
systems in place your enquiries 
will be dealt with promptly. 
Hall bookings contact Ray 
Kerslake on 472386. 

Julie Fisher Village  
Hall Committee Chair 

SANDON VILLAGE HALL 
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Sandon Players 

Jack Whinney writes, At 6:30 pm 

on Sunday 16th March 2014 the 
choir of St Mary’s, Maldon went 
to St Andrew’s, Sandon, where 

the combined choirs, under the 
baton of Colin Baldry, sang Cho-
ral Evensong. It was a lovely 

service with great music, a sort 
of return match after nearly 566 
years. On Corpus Christi day in 

1453 the Sandon Players per-
formed for the people of Maldon, 
as the following abridged extract 

taken from “Sandon – a village 
history” by Reg Bush recounts: 
Benedic Burgh, Rector of San-

don from 1440, was also known 
as a writer of religious plays. At 
that time almost every village 

had its own play and the players 
would be invited by other parish-
es to give a performance and to 

receive the collection taken from 
the audience. One of the plays 
written by the Sandon Rector 

was called ‘Master Benet's 
Christmas Game‘ and this he 
taught to the Sandon Players. As 

none of them was able to read, 
the lines had to be taught parrot 
fashion. On Corpus Christi Day 

in 1453 the Sandon players jour-
neyed to Maldon to do a perfor-
mance there. The players had 

four gowns of red velvet, two of 
red satin, one of red serge, and 
three gowns and various jerkins 

of blue velvet. Red represented 
the colour of hell fire and was 
the dress of the bad personages, 

and the goodies wore blue, the 
colour of the sky. There was also 
a wardrobe and property box in 

the custody of Chelmsford parish 
church from which villagers 
could borrow. The contents in-

cluded a Temple and a Hall, a 
coat of leather for Christ and a 
black plate which served as a 

halo for Judas.  
The young Benedic Burgh spent 
only four years at Sandon. 

Twenty-one years later he be-
came Archdeacon of Colchester 
and seven years later he accept-

ed the post of High Canon of St 
Stephen's at Westminster. Still 
later he occupied himself trans-

lating Cato's Precepts into Eng-
lish Verse which, in 1483, provid-
ed material for William Caxton's 

new printing press at Westmin-
ster. Benedic Burgh must have 
made the acquaintance of Cax-

ton some years earlier, because 
Caxton was aware of Burgh as a 
writer of plays and of their per-

formance by the Sandon Play-
ers.  He goes on to relate that in 
the play God speaks to each 

apostle in turn in seven-line 
stanzas. Each apostle is de-
scribed by the salient features in 

his life and invited to sit down in 
Heaven. 
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Plot to Pot 

“Never eat broccoli when there 

are cameras around.’ Michael 

Stipe 
Mid-summer approaches and the 

vegetable patch is full of crops. 
The first pickings of lettuces and 
radishes have been delicious 

and further seeds have been 
sown to ensure a succession of 
harvest. We planted our tomato 

seeds later than usual due to the 
inclement weather in mid-
February. Seeds were eventually 

sown the week before Easter. 
After two weeks of zero 
germination, it transpired that 

someone in the house had 
turned off the electricity supply to 
the greenhouse! With the heat 

restored, the tomato plants are 
growing well and are catching up 
with the self-seeded ones 

growing in the greenhouse 
gravel! 
Swiftly onto June. Purple 

sprouting broccoli is one of our 
favourites to enjoy from 
September onwards depending 

on the type sown. There are 
early and late maturing varieties 
available.  The seeds can be 

sown directly into the ground or 
into modules ready for planting 
out later when there is space. 

They are easily grown from 
seed. They need little nurturing 
until in July when they should be 

transplanted into their final 
growing positions. Broccoli need 
about 18”/ 45cm between plants 

to allow air to circulate. They 
may require staking to prevent 
wind rock. Plant deep enough for 

the lowest leaves to be near the 
soil. Slugs and snails will enjoy 
eating the young seedlings so 

vigilance will be required. Netting 
will help to prevent an attack 
from the cabbage white butterfly 

which can decimate a crop in no 
time at all! The cabbage white fly 
may also appear. This is easily 

removed by washing at the 
picking stage. Despite all of 
these potential hazards, it really 

is worth persisting! Purple 
sprouting broccoli is a delicious 
vegetable to enjoy when little 

else is available for picking in 
your vegetable patch. 
A new variety of broccoli we are 

growing this year is Broccoli raab 
'Cima di Rapa'. This is a green-
budded variety of sprouting 

broccoli, heavy cropping and 
apparently develops more 
quickly from seed to harvest than 

Purple Sprouting. We wait to 
see. Lesley Worboys 

Answers: 1.Adam 2. Antioch 
3.Raven 
4.Eve 5.Mary Magdalene 6.God 
made 
light and dark 7.Saul 8.Matthew 
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ST ALBAN 

St Alban, whose special day is 

22nd June, was the first English 
martyr, the first English person to 
be killed for the Christian faith. 
He lived in Verulanium which 
was an important Roman 
settlement in Hertfordshire. At 

the time the Romans were 
persecuting followers of Jesus 
and Alban was brave enough to 

shelter a travelling Christian 
priest. Exchanging clothes with 
the priest so that he could 

escape, Alban was arrested. 
When asked to prove his loyalty 
to Rome and the Emperor by 

making offerings to the Roman 
gods, Alban declared his faith in 
‘the true and living God who 

created all things’. He was 
condemned to death and had his 
head cut off. 
All this happened a long time 
ago but St Alban is remembered 
today in the name of the place 

where he lived and died: 
Verulanium was renamed the 
city of St Albans. 

THE FIRST 

All the answers to this Bible quiz 
are the first: either the first thing 

in a list or the first person to do 
or be something. 
1. The first man (Genesis, 

chapter 2). 
2. The city where Jesus’ 

followers were first called 

Christians (Acts, chapter 
11). 

3. The first bird Noah sent out 

of the ark (Genesis, 
chapter 8). 

4. The first woman (Genesis, 

chapter 3). 
5. The first person to see 

Jesus on the first Easter 

Sunday (John, chapter 20). 
6. What happened on the first 

day of creation (Genesis, 

chapter 1) 
7. Israel’s first king (I Samuel, 

chapter 10) 
8. The first of the four 

Gospels (New Testament) 
Answers on P31 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
David Farrar* 

Janet Terry* 

471484 

472997 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood,  
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

Sundays  08:00 am 
On 8th to 14th of month only 

Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am 
Parish Eucharist 

except on 8th to 14th of the month 
Family Service 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2nd & 4th of month) 
  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 


